
©2005 Reading Eagle Company

By Don Spatz
Reading Eagle

Thousands of people jammed
into the GoggleWorks Center for
the Arts on Sunday as it opened
to the public with tours, demon-
strations and music.

Some floors — such as the
fourth, which is the dance floor
— were too crowded at times to
walk through.

“I lost count at a couple thou-
sand,” said GoggleWorks Exec-
utive Director Diane LaBelle,
who said she could only esti-
mate the attendance at several
thousand. “I never expected
anything like this.”

Police said the GoggleWorks
parking lot was full all day, as
were the lot across Washington
Street and two nearby parking
garages offering free parking.

The GoggleWorks cafe, which
had prepared for up to 300
guests, had served more than
500 with an hour and half to go
and nearly ran out of extra food
that had been brought in.

“I’ve never experienced any-
thing like this,” Mayor Tom Mc-
Mahon said.

Event organizers said more
than 500 people took the trol-
leys from the GoggleWorks to
other venues, such as the Read-
ing Public Museum, the Al-
bright College Cultural Center
at Seventh and Penn streets,
the Friedman Gallery at Al-

bright College,  the Historical
Society of Berks County and the
Woman’s Club on North Fifth
Street.

“People tell us they had no
idea it would be of this magni-
tude,” LaBelle said of the five-
story, 130,000-square-foot arts
center at Second and Washing-
ton streets.

The center has 32 artists’ stu-
dios, specialty studios for ce-
ramics and glass blowing and
25 offices. It will offer art class-
es to high school and college
students and specialty classes
to the public.

A S NINE BERKS COUNTY
residents cruised the Gulf
Coast in two buses loaded

with supplies last week, they
encountered victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina who didn’t act
like victims.

Some refused to accept the
volunteers’ food and water.

“You would ask if they were
all right and they’d say ‘Yes,’
but all right is a relative term,”
said Joe Sclafani, 42, of Bern
Township, a pastor at Spring
Valley Church of God in Muh-
lenberg Township. “They
would say they were OK be-
cause they were alive and had
a few gallons of water.”

“But they weren’t thinking
about down the road and what

they would need then,” said
Warren Wright, 45, of Reading,
a church member.

“They might not have need-
ed food and water immediate-
ly, but they’ll need it next week
or next month,” Sclafani said.
“We stopped asking people if
they were OK and we just start-
ed handing them supplies. And
they took them.”

A group of nine volunteers
from the church returned last
week from a 3,200-mile round
trip to several towns where
beachfront properties were de-
molished and many other prop-
erties were damaged by flood-
waters.

They wanted to personally
deliver supplies and avoid the
bureaucratic bungles of the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, said Cindy
Miller, 36, of Spring Township,
the church’s Christian educa-
tion director.

The volunteers first sensed
the disaster’s scope when they
saw that the sign at the state
line welcoming them to Missis-
sippi was blown over.

And then they saw the
towns.

“People’s belongings were
two blocks down the street,”
Sclafani said.

One man they encountered
said he had not eaten in three
days.

And this was after he had

undergone a triple-bypass op-
eration shortly before Katrina
devastated the Gulf Coast.

While many properties are
destroyed and their owners are
forced to squat amid the ruins
in their struggle to survive,
there were signs of hope.

Relief workers were mark-

ing homes with spray paint to
indicate they had been search-
ed, said 12-year-old Zachary
Sclafani, Pastor Joe’s son and a
seventh-grader at Schuylkill
Valley Middle School.

The markings included num-
bers that told how many bodies
were found inside the homes,
he said.

“It’s good to know that we
saw a lot of zeroes,” he said.

The resilience of the Gulf
Coast residents, who even man-
aged to smile at the Berks vol-
unteers, was inspiring, Wright
said.

The inspiration meant more
to the volunteers than the vol-
unteers’ efforts meant to the
hurricane’s victims, he said.

“Hurricane Dave,” 52, a com-
puter technician who lost his
house and job in Biloxi, Miss.,
disagrees with Wright’s asser-
tion.

The Spring Valley contin-
gent came upon Dave, who has
refused to reveal his last name,
in Hattiesburg, Miss.

Dave was making a desper-
ate effort to flee north from the

destruction, but he had no
means to do so.

So the church group gave
him a ride to Reading and put
him on a bus toward some
friends in Atlantic City, N.J.

“These are my saviors,”
Dave said over and over as he
struggled to hold back tears
last week when he arrived at
the church with the nine volun-
teers. “I feel like I have a new
start all over again.”

That’s what the church mem-
bers had set out to give to the
hurricane’s victims.

The volunteers said they
were privileged to be able to
help.

But Dave said he is the privi-
leged one, despite having lost
his favorite place in the world:
his hometown of Biloxi.

“I can’t say it enough,” he
said, his eyes filling with tears
and his voice wavering as he
stood among the church mem-
bers. “I was waiting for FEMA
to get me this far. But these
people saved me.”
■ Contact reporter Jason Brudereck at
610-371-5044 or jbrudereck@reading
eagle.com.
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West Nile threat
No evidence of the
disease has been
found in Berks,
but the season is
not over. B2

B Section
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BERKS BEYONDBERKS BEYONDBERKS BEYOND&&&

© Copyright 2005 Reading Eagle Company   News Editor Dennis V. Deysher: 610-371-5009   City Editor Dave Mowery: 610-371-5011   Metro Editor Jim Kerr: 610-371-5019   News tips: 610-371-5000   news@readingeagle.com

Jason Brudereck

Reading Eagle: Lauren A. Little

G. John Butcher of Reading,
a woodworking instructor
at the GoggleWorks Center
for the Arts, creates a hollow
form for onlookers attending
the center’s public opening
Sunday afternoon.

Mary Beth Krawlchuk of
Douglassville performs a
belly dance under her stage
name “Maya” at the public
opening of the GoggleWorks
Center for the Arts on
Sunday.GoggleWorks continues on B2
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A man who identifies himself only as “Hurricane Dave” lost his
house and job in Biloxi, Miss., because of damage from Hurricane
Katrina. Volunteers from Berks County rescued him from the
storm’s aftermath.

Berks volunteers deliver food, water and hope to Gulf Coast

GoggleWorks: Full speed ahead
Thousands
jam opening
of arts center
in the city

From our news staff
Needed: 5,000 to 10,000 square

feet of city space.
Requisite: Must be friendly

to children.
A group sponsored by the

RiverPlace Development Corp.
wants to create a hands-on chil-
dren’s museum and is seeking a
feasibility study to help plan it,
a downtown site in which to lo-
cate it and sponsors to stock it.

“We want to have a place
where children can come in
and play with hands-on art-
works,” said Patty Miravich,
one of eight members of the
museum’s steering committee.

Museum activities got start-
ed during the GoggleWorks
Center for the Arts opening Sat-
urday and Sunday: The group
offered baby-sitting services,
using hands-on activity to keep
the children occupied and
learning at the same time.

Eventually, the group will
spin off from RiverPlace and
become a separate organiza-
tion. Before then, however, it
needs to get up and running.

Miravich said the museum
plans its activities to focus on
city history. In transportation,
that could mean replica BARTA
buses, or Reading Railroad cars,
or trolleys, or even canal barges.

Every children’s museum
somehow uses water, and pair-
ing that with a focus on the
county’s old canal system could
be fun, Miravich said.

Children’s
museum
concept
launched

About
juvenile
diabetes
Type 1 juvenile dia-
betes usually is diag-
nosed in children
and young adults.
The disease causes
the pancreas to shut
down and stop pro-
ducing insulin, which
is needed for the
body to use sugar.

Some complications
of untreated or
poorly managed dia-
betes include heart
disease, blindness,
nerve damage and
kidney failure.

An estimated 12.8
million Americans
have some form of
diabetes, and more
than 5 million have
yet to be diagnosed.

One in every 400 to
500 children has
Type 1 diabetes.
Source: Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation.
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By Phoebe Sweet
Reading Eagle

One of the hardest moments in
Michelle P. Musseman’s life was
telling her 5-year-old son he was
sick, even though he didn’t know it.

Her son, Alex, now 9, had been
diagnosed with Type 1 juvenile
diabetes.

Musseman of Spring Township
said she suspected something
was wrong when Alex began
drinking excessive amounts of
water and frequently went to the
bathroom, suffered momentary
memory lapses and lost weight.

“I was constantly drinking and
going to the bathroom,” Alex re-
called Sunday. “I was drinking 10
cups of water a day.”

Explaining to Alex that he had
diabetes — a disease that causes
the pancreas to shut down and
stop producing insulin, which
regulates blood-sugar levels —
was devastating for Musseman.

“They (doctors) fill you with so
much information, and you feel
like you’re never going to get a
handle on all this,” she said.

But four years later, Alex’s dia-
betes is under control, although
it requires constant maintenance
and attention from him and his
family.

Musseman said she hopes for a
cure someday so Alex and chil-
dren like him don’t have to con-
stantly check their blood-sugar
levels, take insulin shots and
watch what they eat.

That’s why Musseman, Alex
and his father, Joseph A.; sister
Veronica L., 6; and several other

family members took part Sunday
in the 2005 Walk To Cure Diabetes
at the Gring’s Mill Recreation
Area along the Tulpehocken
Creek. The walk drew around 475
people and raised about $123,000.

The walk benefits the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation,
which is searching for a cure.

“Every day another child is di-
agnosed with diabetes,” said
Dana J. Lecoure of Exeter Town-
ship, president of the East Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Chapter of the
Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation. “We are funding re-
search to find the cure.”

Diabetes in children is diffi-
cult to control because they still
are growing, Musseman said.

“They are always changing,”
she said, adding that growth,
stress and hormones can cause
blood-sugar levels to either rise
or drop dangerously.

Musseman said Alex has ad-
justed well to dealing with the
disease, although he constantly

must watch how his health is af-
fected by his blood sugar.

“I don’t know where to start,”
said Alex, when asked how the
disease has changed his life. “I
have to test my blood sugar and
have needles every day.”

“He has to think about every-
thing he eats and drinks,” Musse-
man added as she took a pack he
carried filled with diabetes sup-
plies.

In the pack were a blood-sugar
test kit and an insulin pump that

Alex connects to his stomach us-
ing a long needle.

“They are really sharp,” said
Alex of the needles.

The pump, when updated fre-
quently with his blood-sugar lev-
el, automatically regulates the
amount of insulin in his blood.

But at the diabetes walk, Alex
said, he felt like just another kid,
since everyone understood the
difficulties of the disease.
■ Contact reporter Phoebe Sweet at 610-
371-5014 or psweet@readingeagle.com.
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Alex Musseman, 9, of Spring Township shows how he checks his blood
sugar Sunday before the start of the 2005 Walk to Cure Diabetes.
With him at Gring’s Mill Recreation Area along the Tulpehocken Creek
is his mother, Michelle P.

Walk at Gring’s Mill aids
research for diabetes
The Sunday event draws
nearly 500 people and
raises about $123,000 for
the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation,
which is searching for a
cure.



“I think it’s neat there’s such
a renaissance of the arts in
Reading,” said one of those vis-
itors, Rudy Schmehl of Onte-
launee Township. “I hope it’s
accepted, and we get a lot of
people from out of town.”

“Today is fabulous — my
daughter will take ballet here,”
said Bridget M. Crawl of Exeter
Township as her 4-year-old
daughter, Gabriela, and Gab-
riela’s cousin Amy Priar, 11,
were having their caricatures
drawn by artist Aladine Amaro. 

The girls made play sculp-
tures earlier.

“I think they will need to
keep the enthusiasm going, and
keep advertising,” Crawl said.
“But people who are into the
arts, people who are artists,
people who wish they could be
artists, they’re all here.”

The center is the result of a
$10 million makeover of the for-
mer Willson Safety Products
plant.

Bea Kochel, who worked 36
years at the plant, was looking
at the mosaic tile history of the
GoggleWorks being created by
Reading High School students.

“I’m excited about it,” the 82-
year-old Morgantown resident
said. “I have been since I first
heard about it.”

Eight-year-old Helen Miller

was looking at paintings in one
of the GoggleWorks’ galleries.

“My daughter likes art, and
this is another avenue for her to
see and learn, and maybe even
to become part of it,” said her
father, John M. Miller of Oley.

“For someone who’s got a bud-
ding artist in the making, this
place is great.”

LaBelle, who organized the
center and spent the last six
months overseeing its recon-
struction, began to relax and

revel a little Sunday afternoon.
“This has been successful

beyond my wildest dreams,”
she said. “I knew this was going
to be successful. I knew it.”

■ Contact reporter Don Spatz at 610-
371-5027 or dspatz@readingeagle.com.

Daily thought
“Seek first the kingdom of God

and his righteousness and all
these things shall be added for
you.” Matthew 6:33

A job will earn your livelihood,
but living for Christ is the highest
good.

Births
In Reading Hospital:
■ A daughter to Steven and Beth M.
(Medeira) Miller, Reading.
■ A daughter to Joe and Kellie A. (Christ)
Cirulli, Maidencreek Township.
■ A daughter to Jeff and Louise (Spayd)
Schwartz, Reading.
■ A daughter to Earnest and Lisa
(Carroll) Weller, Muhlenberg Township.
■ A daughter to Natale G. Lisa and
Christine Dicicco, Cumru Township.
■ A daughter to Robert and Erica L.
(Knoll) Witt, Fleetwood.
■ A daughter to Samuel Delacruz and
Shantel M. Spencer, Reading.
■ A son to Daniel and Vincenza (Mingari)
Lawrence, Spring Township.

■ A son to Darren and Gloria J. (Gossert)
Quaintance, Caernarvon Township.
In Ephrata Community Hospital:
■ A daughter to Steve A. and Juliet
(Hibshman) Kagan, Lititz, Lancaster
County.

Today
■ City Council’s Administrative
Oversight Committee meeting, 5
p.m., and Public Works Committee,
5:30 p.m., council offices; council’s
work session, 7 p.m., Penn Room,
City Hall, 815 Washington St.

Tuesday
■ Berks County commission-
ers workshop, 10:30 a.m., servic-
es center, 13th-floor boardroom.
■ Berks County Solid Waste Au-
thority meeting, 3 p.m., services
center, 13th-floor boardroom.

Wednesday
■ Berks County Conservation
District meeting, 1 p.m., agricul-

tural center, Bern Township.

■ Berks County Housing
Authority meeting, 7 p.m., 1803
Butter Lane, Exeter Township.

■ Berks County Agricultural
Land Preservation Board meeting,
7:30 p.m., agricultural center,
Bern Township.

Thursday
■ Berks County commissioners
budget meeting, 2 p.m., services
center, 13th-floor boardroom.

■ Berks County commission-
ers meeting, 7 p.m., Caernarvon
Township municipal building, 3236
Main St., Morgantown.
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Community
BULLETIN BOARD
Municipal meetings

Daily docket

Continued from B1

Crime
State police at Hamburg reported:
■ Jewelry was stolen from a lock box
owned by Mary Evans of Delmont, West-
moreland County, on Saturday between
noon and 1:30 p.m. in the first block of
Stitzel Road in Perry Township. Troopers
did not give a value for the jewelry. They
said the thief used a key that was kept
near the lock box. Further details were
unavailable.

District judges
(All information was obtained through
records in the Berks County Courthouse.)
Before Timothy M. Dougherty:
Cases waived into court:
■ Miguel M. Morales, 32, of the 200
block of North 11th Street, retail theft,
receiving stolen property and possessing

drug paraphernalia.
■ Cynthia L. Mull, 42, of the 100 block
of Mifflin Boulevard, Mifflin Park, writing
bad checks, theft and receiving stolen
property.

Cases held for court:
■ Sean J. Cooney, 22, of the first
block of Wild Forest Drive, South Heidel-
berg Township, drunken driving and relat-
ed offenses.
■ Iluminada Negron, 54, also known
as Lucy Negron, of the first block of
South 10th Street, retail theft, receiving
stolen property and conspiracy.
■ Daniel Peguero-Arias, 27, of the 300
block of North Front Street, retail theft.

Before Thomas M. Gauby Sr.:
Cases waived into court:
■ Beth Boyer, 39, of the 1100 block of
Snyder Road, Bern Township, theft and
receiving stolen property.
■ Domingo Sanchez-Macias, 56, of
the 600 block of Tulpehocken Street,
drunken driving and criminal mischief.
■ Larry L. Polasek Jr., 36, of the
9300 block of Old Route 22, Bethel
Township, drunken driving.

Police log
Buckle up and live
Berks traffic toll 2005 2004
Total killed this date      53 27

By Mary E. Young
Reading Eagle

The buzz over West Nile vi-
rus has settled down somewhat
this summer, but that does not
mean the mosquito-borne dis-
ease has flown by Berks County,
experts said.

“We’re not out of the woods,
especially with this round of
rain,” said Robert B. Hopkins,
county West Nile virus program
coordinator, referring to rain
last week.

“That can make things
change quickly,” he said. “It’s
going to provide the small pools
of water that had for the most
part been nonexistent. That
will allow mosquitoes to breed
in increasing numbers.”

Although Berks has not had a
mosquito pool, person or dead
bird test positive for the virus,

every surrounding county ex-
cept Schuylkill has shown evi-
dence of the disease, said Rich-
ard McGarvey, state health de-
partment spokesman.

Statistics statewide are simi-
lar to last year, he said.

“We’re still early in the sea-
son,” McGarvey said. “We had 15
human cases last year and two
deaths. We have 11 human cases
this year, and still have another
six to eight weeks to go.”

Only one positive result has
been found in the state in a
horse.

But there have been no posi-
tive results in the so-called sen-
tinel chickens placed in strate-
gic locations and tested period-
ically, he said.

McGarvey and Hopkins said
the dry weather is only part of
the explanation.

Most horses now are vaccinat-

ed for the disease, and efforts to
control the spread of the disease
have become more effective
since it first was found in the
state five years ago, they said.

“Five years ago there was no
coordinated effort,” McGarvey
said. “Now there’s money avail-
able, and counties have hired
people to work on it. They know
where to go to test and to spray.
After a couple of years you get
better at it.

“We also believe it’s because
people are heeding our advice.
They’re using repellent and
covering up.”

Still, a mosquito pool or per-
son could test positive within the
next few weeks, McGarvey said.

“The West Nile virus has
shown to be throughout the
state of Pennsylvania,” he said.
“People need to keep it in mind
and do the things we tell them
to do. Just because it doesn’t
show up in a test doesn’t mean
it’s not a risk.”

Hopkins said Berks identi-
fied problem areas and
sprayed early in the season.

Residents can do their part
by eliminating stagnant pools
of water on their property and
continuing to protect them-
selves when outdoors, he said. 

“Being proactive helps us
out,” Hopkins said. “Anything
you can do to reduce the habi-
tat reduces risk to you and your
neighbors.”

■ Contact reporter Mary Young at 610-
478-6292 or myoung@readingeagle.com.

Official: West Nile remains a threat
That no people or dead birds have tested positive for
the mosquito-borne disease in Berks is seen as a
positive sign. But experts caution that the season is
not over.

Preventing
West Nile virus
Eliminate all standing water on
your property by emptying
birdbaths, gutters, drains and
tires.
When outdoors, use an insect
repellent and cover up your
skin as much as possible.
Report dead birds to 1-877-PA-
HEALTH.
Source: Berks County Conservation
District and Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health

By Rebecca VanderMeulen
Reading Eagle

After three years of planning
and a few months of work, the
pond restoration is nearly fin-
ished at the Conrad Weis-
er Homestead in Heidelberg
Township.

Anchor Environmental Inc.
of Conshohocken, Montgomery
County, replaced the concrete
liner in the pond this summer,
said Russell M. Swody, historic
site administrator.

The cracked liner had pre-

vented the pond from retaining
water.

Anchor Environmental also
improved dams and stonework
around the pond’s perimeter
and installed an aeration sys-
tem to keep algae from growing,
Swody said.

“It is basically finished, but
we have a little more work to
do,” said Jane Crawford, spokes-
woman for the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Com-
mission. “So, by the end of Sep-
tember, it should be complete.”

The state Department of

General Services awarded An-
chor Environmental a $289,000
contract this year for the pond
work. The project’s final cost,
however, was about $345,000,
Crawford said.

In February, Crawford said
the money would come from
the Keystone Fund, a state
funding source for mainte-
nance projects.

The pond was excavated to a
depth of 8 feet. It previously
was just 3 feet deep.

Because of the recent lack of
rain, the current water level is
only about 1 foot, Swody said.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony
will be planned after enough
rain falls to fill the pond. That
could be next spring, he said.

“It won’t be functional until
it is full,” Swody said. “Now all
we need is the cooperation of
the weather.”

The Weiser Homestead off
Route 422 near Womelsdorf con-
tains the 1731 frontier house and
gravesite of Conrad Weiser. The
German immigrant was noted
for negotiating treaties with
American Indians and helping
to establish Berks County.
■ Contact reporter Rebecca
VanderMeulen at 610-371-5015 or r
vandermeulen@readingeagle.com.

Pond restoration wrapping up
at Conrad Weiser Homestead
A cracked liner was causing water to leak from the
structure in Heidelberg Township. The work is
expected to be finished by the end of September.
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Held by his mother, Angel R. Biros of Reading, Thomas M. Biros peers into one of the Berks Ballet
Theatre’s new fourth-floor classrooms as ballet students practice at the GoggleWorks Center for the
Arts on Sunday.

From our news staff
Two women remained in

critical condition Sunday in
Lehigh Valley Hospital near
Allentown with injuries suf-
fered in a two-vehicle acci-
dent on Route 183 in Bern
Township that killed another
woman, officials said.

Tracy Householder, 25, Hyde
Park, and Jamie Gerhart, 24,
Bethel, were in critical condi-
tion with unspecified injuries,
a hospital spokeswoman said.

A third woman, Tina Orlan-
do, 40, Womelsdorf, was up-
graded from serious to fair
condition with unspecified in-
juries in Reading Hospital, of-
ficials said.

Jacklyn L. Dietrich, 43, of
215 Jefferson St., Hyde Park,
was killed in the Friday night
crash, officials said.

The Berks County coroner’s
office is investigating. A death

certificate has not been is-
sued.

Householder, who also lives
at the Hyde Park address, was
a passenger in a pickup truck
driven by Dietrich, officials
said.

According to police:
Dietrich was southbound

near Fairview Drive when she
lost control. Her pickup truck
crossed into the northbound
lane and collided with a car
driven by Gerhart.

Orlando was a passenger in
Gerhart’s car.

On impact, Dietrich and
Householder were thrown in-
to the parking lot of a nearby
gas station.

None of the victims wore a
seat belt.

Police also are investigat-
ing.

Two women still ‘critical’
after fatal Bern Twp. crash

■ Jacklyn L. Dietrich obituary. B7

From our news staff
The new Berks Heim will be

open for public inspection Fri-
day from 1 to 6 p.m.

The $42 million
nursing home is at

1011 Berks Road, across from
the old Berks Heim annex in
Bern Township.

The facility can accommo-
date 420 residents and replaces
the annex and the main build-
ing on County Welfare Road.

Residents will be moved in-
to the new building within the
next several weeks.

Reading

St. Joseph renames
cardiology services

St. Joseph Medical Center
has renamed its cardiology

services the Heart Institute to
reflect the comprehensive
and team approach to diag-
nose, treat, rehabilitate and
prevent heart problems, ac-
cording to hospital officials.

The Heart Institute name is
part of a larger effort to more
accurately describe the cul-
ture of research, innovation
and care offered patients, said
Lori Shober, director of the
Heart Institute. 

The Heart Institute can be
reached at 610-378-2340. Addi-
tional information is available
on the hospital Web site,
www.sjmcberks.org.

The public also is invited to
call for a free Heart Smart
Recipe Guide by contacting
the Heart Institute Informa-
tion Center at 610-378-2701.

New Berks Heim slates open house

Area
digest

GoggleWorks | Thousands jam center’s opening

The Associated Press
PITTSBURGH — Pennsylva-

nia pays more than a $1 million
a day to house and care for
some 8,900 abused, neglected,
unruly, delinquent and mental-
ly ill children at 961 institu-
tions, but the Department of
Public Welfare lacks tools to
protect them from harm, a
newspaper reported.

Injury information is gath-
ered imprecisely by the Public
Welfare Department, which is
responsible for licensing the
institutions, the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette reported Sunday. What
information that is there typi-
cally is disorganized and isn’t
analyzed using even the sim-
plest of computer programs,
the paper found.

So there’s no way of knowing
how many children were physi-
cally restrained last year or how
many were injured as a result;

how many children ran away
from institutions and how many
were killed or injured after flee-
ing; how many youngsters had
sex with other institutionalized
youngsters or how many of those
incidents were forced.

Using available records, the
paper found at least 77 chil-
dren were injured or molested
by workers at homes run by 13
Allegheny County institutions
over seven years. However, that
number accounts only for inci-
dents in which department offi-
cials determined that institu-
tions violated state regulations.

The number didn’t include
the case of Dillon Kindling,
who suffered a broken left arm,
broken left ring finger, broken
left clavicle and separated left
shoulder in separate incidents
while under state care for eight
months when he was 14 and 15.

A judge returned Kindling to

his parents, and he hasn’t been
injured since. Though Welfare
Department officials found no
wrongdoing on the part of the fa-
cilities involved, Kindling won
civil settlements against them.

The newspaper found that
caseworkers are overburdened
and keep paper records when
computerized records would
help them better track prob-
lems.

Public Welfare Secretary Es-
telle Richman said the depart-
ment’s Office of Children, Youth
and Families, called OCYF, was
in particularly poor shape
when she took over in 2003.

Richman said she wants a
computer system so institutions
can be evaluated based on
quality of services and enforce-
ment and penalties imposed
for violations.

Institutions must tell the Pub-
lic Welfare Department when a
child dies, attempts suicide, is
treated at a hospital, has sex
with another child, runs away,
gets arrested or experiences a
violation of his or her rights.

However, the newspaper
found that this self-reporting
system is faulty. For instance,
the state might never discover
an agency concealing an inci-
dent by failing to file a report.

After it investigates an inci-
dent, the Public Welfare De-
partment rarely concludes
there was a problem.

Among approximately 9,500
reports it received concerning
Allegheny County institutions
over a seven-year period ending
in June, the department found
85 violations at homes run by 13
institutions, a rate of one viola-
tion for every 115 reports.

Though the department
doesn’t sanction institutions ag-
gressively to begin with, the pa-
per reported, enforcement ef-
forts are hampered by its in-
ability to impose fines or con-
duct surprise visits.

The state Health Depart-
ment, by contrast, almost never
provides notice of its inspec-
tions of nursing homes and can
fine those that violate rules.

Youths in state’s care poorly tracked, report says
The Public Welfare Department’s caseworkers are
overburdened and its records are disorganized,
according to a newspaper’s account.




